
FRENCH SCHOLARS SERIES

ENGLISH LECTURES BY 
NOTABLE FRENCH ACADEMICS
The Consulate General of France in Vancouver has partnered with 
the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies at The University of 
British Columbia (UBC) to bring leading French scholars to UBC in 
a program titled French Scholars Series: English Lectures by Notable 
French Academics / Cycle de conférenciers français à l’université 
de Colombie-Britannique, inviting academics from France, from 
different disciplinary and research backgrounds, to participate in 
a dialogue with their Canadian counterparts. Five visiting French 
Scholars will give one public lecture during their visit in 2015. A new 
call for proposals will be released in September 2015 for the 2016 
guest French scholars series.

ABOUT THE PETER WALL INSTITUTE
Since its founding nearly 25 years ago, the mission of the Peter 
Wall Institute for Advanced Studies is to create collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, basic research programs for scholars at all stages 
of their career. It is one of only 30 similar institutions worldwide, 
devoted to the pursuit of learning and research at the highest levels. 
For more information on our programs and events, please visit 
www.pwias.ubc.ca.

ABOUT THE FRENCH CONSULATE
The Consulate General of France in Vancouver has a mandate to 
support French arts, science and ideas in Western Canada. For 
more information, please visit www.consulfrance-vancouver.org or 
contact us at culturel@consulfrance-vancouver.org.

                Roger Chartier
                   OCTOBER 11-18, 2015 
                        HOSTED BY: Joël Castonguay-Bélanger,
                  UBC French, Hispanic & Italian Studies, with 
  Llinca Lurascu, UBC Central, Eastern and
  Northern European Studies
              
What is a Book? Authorship Textuality and Reading 
from the Age of the Codex to 
the Digital World

OCTOBER 14, 2015, 5:00 PM
        Peter Wall Conference Room, 6331 Crescent Road, UBC Vancouver

The lecture will discuss the mutations of written culture, and 
particularly the definition of the “book” from the birth of the codex 
to the digital age. It will focus on the challenges launched by the 
new modes for compassing, publishing, and appropriating texts to 
the categories and practices which defined, at least from the 18th-
century on, “l’ordre du discours”, to quote Foucault. 

Roger Chartier is Professor at the Collège de France, Director 
of Studies at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, 
and Annenberg Visiting Professor of History at the University of 
Pennsylvania. His work in Early Modern European History is mainly 
dedicated to cultural history and the history of the book, printing and 
reading. He has been lecturing and publishing on the relationship 
between the material history of institutions and the embodied 
practices which both animate and survive these institutions: in 
particular, early modern techniques of reading, disseminating and 
collecting printed information. 

His work, based at the intersection of literary criticism, material 
bibliography, and sociocultural history, is not disconnected from 
broader historiographical and methodological interests which deal 
with the relation between history and other disciplines: philosophy, 
sociology and anthropology. 

Recognized internationally, Roger Chartier’s hundreds of articles 
and books have been translated into at least ten different 
languages. He is frequently asked to lecture or to participate in 
extended teaching programs in related disciplines, in various 
countries across Europe, North and South America.
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From 2015 Millennium (MDGs) to 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SGDs): The Economic Roadmap for 
Universal Health Coverage?

VISIT POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted in 2000 by the 
United Nations have provided a common framework for multilateral 
and bilateral development assistance and influenced policies carried 
out by national governments in developing countries themselves. 
Although significant progress has been accomplished, it is obvious 
that the targets of the three “health” MDGs (reduce child mortality; 
improve maternal health; combat HIV, malaria and other diseases) 
will not be met in 2015.

Since December 2012, Universal Health Coverage (UHC), has been 
the subject of a political definition universally approved through 
resolution A.67/81 of the United Nations General Assembly. Due to 
the universal character of their own health systems, both Canada 
and France are in a leadership position in the support to UHC as an 
encompassing health goal in the post-2015 development agenda.

Jean-Paul Moatti is a specialist in health economics at the 
University of Aix-Marseille (AMU-South-Eastern France) and a 
former Chairman of the Board and CEO of the French Research 
Institute for Development (IRD). His lecture will propose a critical 
analysis of the accomplishments and limitations of current health 
MDGs. It will discuss the need to go beyond the “humanitarian” 
paradigm that has been de facto underlying interventions to reach 
them and how UHC will propose a different and complementary 
perspective for global health.

A discussion will follow the lecture with Dr. Bohdan Nosyk, St. 
Paul’s Hospital Canfar Chair in HIV/AIDS Research at the BC Centre 
for Excellence in HIV/AIDS and the Faculty of Health Sciences, SFU, 
who will share his own insights on this complex topic.

                
                Sylviane Sabo-Etienne 
                   JUNE 18-24, 2015

                        HOSTED BY: 
                        Prof. Jennifer A. Love
                        Department of Chemistry

Small Molecule Activation by Polyhydride Ruthenium 
Complexes. Subtle Changes in Ligand
Design, Tremendous Variations in Bond Activation and 
Catalysis

Polyhydride Ruthenium complexes, and particularly those 
incorporating one or two dihydrogen ligands, are attractive species. 
The dihydrogen ligand is labile or/and prepares the metal centre 
for hydrogen transfer processes. Sabo-Etienne`s group has a 
particular interest in bond activation in stoichiometric and catalytic 
reactions. Activation and functionalization of small molecules are 
highly desirable as broad applications in the fields of catalysis and 
energy are expected. Ligand design is a powerful tool in catalysis 
to improve activity and selectivity. Within three different classes of 
compounds – phosphines, silanes and boranes Sabo – Etienne 
will show how bond activation processes can be modified with a 
special focus on hydrogen transfer reactions. We will see how tiny 
differences can be evidenced by combining structural (X-ray and 
neutrons), DFT, as well as solution and solid state NMR studies. 
The impact on some important catalytic transformations such as 
hydrogenation/dehydrogenation reactions, deuterium labeling,  
and CO2 functionalization will be analyzed.

Sylviane Sabo-Etienne is CNRS Research Director at the 
Laboratoire de Chimie de Coordination in Toulouse, France.

                
  Yohan Payan
                   JULY 27 – AUGUST 1, 2015
                         
                         HOSTED BY: Sidney Fels and Tim Salcudean,                                   
                       UBC Electrical & Computer Engineering with 
                  Eric Vatikiotis-Bateson, UBC Linguistics 

Biomechanical Modeling of Soft Tissues for Computer-
Assisted Medical Interventions

JULY 30, 2015
Kaiser Building, Room 2020
2332 Main Mall, UBC, Vancouver

Dr. Payan will introduce the field of Computer-Assisted 
Medical Interventions while focusing on the areas of his research 
expertise, namely the biomechanical modeling of soft tissues. He 
will then describe the  main  challenges researchers face in the 
future, i.e. the  automatic generation of  patient-specific models 
of  organs and the integration of simulation tools into  medical 
devices able to provide real-time computations of these models. 
He will  illustrate these challenges in  the domains of plastic and 
maxilla facial surgery,  neurosurgery and for the  prevention of 
pressure ulcers (for paraplegic patients and diabetic persons).

Yohan Payan  was  hired in 1997 as a professor in  Grenoble 
University and since 2002 is research director at CNRS. Fifteen 
years post-PhD  he has focused on biomechanics for speech 
production (1997 Best Thesis  Prize, Grenoble  University), and 
has developed a research team dedicated to biomechanics 
for Computer Assisted Surgery. He received the 2012 Senior Prize 
of the French Biomechanics Society. His main research concerns 
biomechanical modeling of soft  tissues and their integration into 

medical devices to assist surgeons for  planning (pre-operative 
surgical assistance) or intra-operative surgical  guidance 
applications in plastic and  maxilla-facial surgery, neurosurgery 
or rehabilitation.

                
                Jean-Michel Geneste
                   SEPTEMBER 7-12, 2015

                         HOSTED BY: 
                         Susan Rowley, 
                         UBC Department of Anthropology

The Chauvet Cave: One of the Oldest European 
Paleolithic Caves

SEPTEMBER 14, 2015

Over 36,000 years ago, in Aurignacian culture, our ancestors 
painted and engraved images of their life onto the rocky surfaces of 
their natural environment. These figurative representations, known 
today as Rock Art, served as the earliest form of communication, 
allowing man to share his ideas and observations of the world 
and existence within it. Inside those caves and underneath those 
rock shelters remain indescribable traces of the human spirit that 
offer a glimpse of the artistic, technological and spiritual powers of 
mankind. The sheer magnitude of the Rock Art caves and shelters, 
the length of the corridors and the volumes of paintings and 
engravings inscribed on the walls all play a significant role in the 
telling of the narrative that seems to have been purposely crafted 
with the intent of someday being discovered by future generations. 
By using the caves and rock shelters as the canvas for his art, man 
ensured their preservation and protection.

The Chauvet cave is very specific by its unbelievable components: 
red and charcoal drawings, engravings, hand stencils but also a 
lot of archaeological residues, floor organization of stones and the 
presence of numerous cave bears skeletons. But because of their 
remote locations and the extreme fragility of the Rock Art sites 
themselves, only a number of select researchers and archaeologists 
have ever seen these historic works first-hand. They are not, nor 
have very rarely been, open to the public. However, nowhere else 
in the world we try to develop exhibitions and facsimile of the main 
Rock Art sites; the Chauvet cave one will open on 2015.

Former Chief Curator of the Lascaux Caves for over 20 years of 
service, Jean-Michel Geneste is currently the Chief of Scientific 
Studies of the Lascaux and Chauvet Caves. He was Director 
of the National Centre of Prehistory in France, which is the only 
laboratory in France exclusively dedicated to the scientific study 
and conservation of Rock Art sites.
 

Jean-Paul Moatti 
MAY 3-9, 2015

HOSTED BY: 
Jean Shoveller, UBC School of Population and 
Public Health


